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bell hooks: All About Love

Deutsch N4c

bell hooks ist eine amerikanische Literaturwissenschaftlerin, deren Ideen zu Rassismus (sie sind
intersektional gepragt) und Erziehung groBen Einfluss hatten. hooks mochte Menschen ermuti-
gen, Verantwortung zu tubernehmen und trotz Unterdriickung solidarisch fur eine bessere Welt
einzustehen.

All About Love (2000) geht von personlichen Erfahrungen und Enttduschen im Umgang mit
Liebe aus und versucht das Problem zu analysieren, das viele heterosexuelle Beziehungen
pragt: Manner fokussieren starker auf Sexualitat als auf Liebe, wahrend es fir Frauen enorm
wichtig ist, einen Partner zu haben.

Die Zitate bei Wenzel stammen aus der Einleitung, die von dem oben abgebildeten Zitat aus-
geht. hooks schreibt:
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Though considered the established “authorities” on the
subject, only a few men talk freely, telling the world what
they think about love. In everyday life males and females
alike are relatively silent about love. Our silence shields us
from uncertainty. We want to know love. We are simply
afraid the desire to know too much about love will lead
us closer and closer to the abyss of lovelessness. While
ours is a nation wherein the vast majority of citizens are
followers of religious faiths that proclaim the transfor-
mative power of love, many people feel that they do not
have a clue as to how to love. And practically everyone
suffers a crisis of faith when it comes to realizing biblical
theories about the art of loving in everyday life. It is far
easier to talk about loss than it is to talk about love. It is
easier to articulate the pain of love’s absence than to de-

scribe its presence and meaning in our lives.

Everyone wants to know more about love. We want to
know what it means to love, what we can do in our every-
day lives to love and be loved. We want to know how to
seduce those among us who remain wedded to lovelessness
and open the door to their hearts to let love enter. The
strength of our desire does not change the power of our
cultural uncertainty. Everywhere we learn that love is im-
portant, and yet we are bombarded by its failure. In the
realm of the political, among the religious, in our families,
and in our romantic lives, we see little indication that love
informs decisions, strengthens our understanding of com-
munity, or keeps us together. This bleak picture in no way
alters the nature of our longing. We still hope that love

will prevail. We still believe in love’s promise.

Taught to believe that the mind, not the heart, is the
seat of learning, many of us believe that to speak of love
with any emotional intensity means we will be perceived
as weak and irrational. And it is especially hard to speak
of love when what we have to say calls attention to the
fact that lovelessness is more common than love, that
many of us are not sure what we mean when we talk of

love or how to express love.
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